
This year the BFSA Debate has moved 
temporarily from its usual January 
date to June. It will take place in Dart-
mouth House, 37 Charles Street, May-
fair, London, on 2nd June at 7.00pm 
with a wine and canapés reception 
afterwards. Our impressive panel in-
cludes US Diplomats Greg Barry and 
Sandra Kaiser, Fulbright scholar 
James Crabtree, author and journalist 
David Aaronovitch, Liam Fox MP and 
Lord Hannay, Chair of the United 
Nations Association in the UK. Biog-
raphies of all our panellists are on 
page 3. 
The debate, "In Sickness and in 
Health:  Sustaining the Special Rela-
tionship" –  will focus on the current 
global financial crisis, a new US Presi-
dent, terrorism, and the recent his-
toric G20 summit held in London.  
Dartmouth House in Mayfair, the ele-
gant home of the English-Speaking 
Union, has 16th Century origins  but  

was converted by Lord Revelstoke in 
the late 19th century into the beautiful 
town house it is today, with many 
interesting features including the 
Louis XIV walnut panelling and a 
stunning Courtyard. The magnificent 
marble staircase, (right) has a painted 
ceiling by Perre Victor Galland. It is 
an important National Heritage build-
ing and was purchased by the ESU in 
1926. It is also one of the most notable 
properties in Mayfair and has a Grade 
II listing from the Department of Cul-
ture, Media and Sport.  
If you would like to attend the eve-
ning please fill in the Booking Form 
with this newsletter and return it to 
the BFSA office as soon as possible. 

The BFSA is pleased to acknowledge that this newsletter has been made possible thanks to the generosity of the US Embassy. 
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"In Sickness and in Health:  Sustaining the Special Relationship"  

Dartmouth House. 

The Fulbright Forum this year began 
with a tour of Shakespeare’s Globe 
Theatre, Tate Modern, the Museum 
of London and the Houses of Parlia-
ment. On their final evening scholars  
gathered in the House of Lords for a 
panel discussion on Fulbright 
scholar Jim Sciutto’s new book, 

“Against Us:  America’s Ene-
mies in the Muslim World”. 
The event, one of the high-
lights of this year’s Forum, 
was offered in partnership 
with the BFSA. The Commis-
sion would like to thank 
BFSA members for their gen-
erous on-going support of 
2008/09 US scholars, in par-
ticular sponsorship of the 
reception during orientation 

at Goodenough College last 
autumn, the Thanksgiving Dinner 
and the Mentoring Programme. 
Scholars then left for Edinburgh for  
a personal guided tour of the Scot-
tish Parliament by Robin Harper 
MSP, who also kindly arranged a 
Q&A session with scholars follow-
ing First Minister’s Questions. 

FULBRIGHT FORUM 

Current scholars on the panel at The House of Lords. 
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I would like 
to offer 
h e a r t - fel t  
thanks to 
the US Em-
bassy for 
their con-
tinued sup-
port of the 
BFSA, most 
recently in 

the form of part funding of the forth-
coming debate, ‘In Sickness and in 
Health: Sustaining the Special Rela-
tionship’. The event promises to be 
exciting, controversial and enlighten-
ing. If you have not already done so, 
then please book your ticket through 
the BFSA office.  This is one not to be 
missed. 

It is with great pleasure that we were 
recently able to announce the ap-
pointment of a Patron to our organi-
sation. I would like to give a big wel-
come on behalf of the BFSA Commit-
tee and membership to Sir Gavin 

Lightman. Many members will know 
that Gavin has been a keen supporter 
of the work of the BFSA for some 
time and it really is a great pleasure 
and honour to have him on board. He 
is often in attendance at our events 
and I am sure members will have lots 
of opportunities to meet and chat 
with him over the coming months.  

The position of a patron is an inter-
esting one, and of prime importance 
to the role is the contribution Gavin 
will make to the public face of our 
organisation.  

Our growing of the BFSA is also reli-
ant on expanding an engaged mem-
bership. Mention is made elsewhere 
(page 7) of the membership drive, 
(which was also supported by a 
matched funding grant from the Em-
bassy). It is only by bringing in new 
members that our organisation will 
continue to thrive and remain fully 
engaged in this changing world. The 
objective of the BFSA is simple, to 
provide a means by which Fulbright 

Scholars may continue to interact 
with one another and collectively 
carry the Fulbright torch long after 
the scholarship period is over. 

It’s the time of year once again when 
we get excited about the new scholars 
going to the US and those coming to 
the UK on their Fulbright scholar-
ships.  

There are over 30 coming to the UK 
this year studying everything from 
Medieval Welsh Theatre and Whale 
identification to Chemistry, Archae-
ology and the Laws of Aging. It’s go-
ing to be an exciting year. 

As to be expected we are looking for 
mentors in some areas, and in some 
of the more unusual disciplines so 
please take a look at the list pub-
lished on page 5 and get in touch 
with the office if you would like to 
mentor any of those scholars. A point 
of contact in their location, profes-
sional advise in their discipline, or 
just a cup of tea is fine! 

BFSA PATRON SIR GAVIN LIGHTMAN 

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 

The BFSA committee and members 
are delighted to announce The Hon-
ourable Mr Justice Lightman (Sir 
Gavin Lightman) has agreed to be-
come the first patron of the associa-
tion. 

In 1961 Gavin Lightman obtained a 
first class degree in law at University 
College London (of which he has 
been elected a Fellow) and in 1962 a 
Master’s degree at the University of 
Michigan.  He has taught at the Uni-
versity of Sheffield and at Merton 
College Oxford.  He was called to the 
Bar in 1963 and appointed Queen’s 
Counsel in 1980.  He had a very large 
and wide-ranging litigation practice 
both in this country and abroad (and 
in particular) in Singapore and Hong 
Kong. His clients included Playboy, 
Private Eye and (in his successful 
fight to establish the Globe Theatre) 
Sam Wanamaker. In 1994 he was ap-
pointed a judge of the High Court 
assigned to the Chancery Division. In 
1996 he was also nominated a judge 
of the Administrative Court and in 
1997 was assigned as a judge of the 

Competition Court.  He has given a 
number of important judgments in 
the fields of insolvency, court proce-
dure, mediation, trusts, intellectual 
property and administrative law.  As 
well as having co-authored a case 
book on Real Property Law, he has 
written, with Gabriel Moss QC, 
Lightman & Moss on The Law of 
Administrators and Receivers of 
Companies,  which has now become 
the leading work on Administrators 
and Receivers.  

He is a frequent speaker and writer 
of articles on these subjects and in 
other areas of public and professional 
interest e.g. pensions, legal process 
and legal education.  

Gavin Lightman did his Fulbright 
year at Michigan University in 1961.  

Sir Gavin Lightman at the BFSA autumn recep-
tion in New Scotland Yard last October. 
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 BFSA DEBATE PANELLISTS 

Sandra Kaiser 

Minister-Counselor for Public Affairs 
at the US Embassy. Ms Kaiser is a ca-
reer diplomat with 22 years experi-
ence in public diplomacy. She has 
previous diplomatic experience in 
Germany, Greece, Estonia, Brazil and 
Denmark, where she guided the U.S. 
response to the Mohammed cartoon 
crisis in 2006. Ms. Kaiser was 
awarded the Department of State’s 
Lois Roth Award for Excellence in 
Public Diplomacy for her work with 
Greek media in the aftermath of 9/11. 
She graduated from San Francisco 
State University with a B.A. in jour-
nalism and international relations in 
1983 and worked as an environmental 
journalist and freelance writer in San 
Francisco. 

********* 

David Aaronovitch  

David Aaronovitch is of the UK’s 
high-profile journalists and commen-
tators on current affairs, most recently 
with The Times. David Aaronovitch is 
well known for his television work - 
he was executive producer of the BBC 
television series The Blair Years - and 
appears regularly on Question Time. 

His recently published book Voodoo 
Histories: The Role of the Conspir-
acy Theory in Shaping Modern His-
tory, reveals his fascination with some 
of the more arcane aspects of public 
life and debate. 

********* 

Liam Fox 

Shadow Secretary 
of State for De-
fence and Member 
of Parliament. 
Liam Fox was ap-
pointed Parlia-
mentary Private 
Secretary to Home 

Secretary Michael Howard in June 
1993.  He has been Senior Govern-
ment Whip, a Minister at the FCO, 
Opposition Spokesman on Constitu-
tional Affairs, Shadow Secretary of 
State for Heath, and Shadow Foreign 
Secretary. Since December 2005 he 
has been the Shadow Secretary of 
State for Defence. Prior to that he was 
a Civilian Army Medical Officer, a 
divisional surgeon for St Johns and a 
GP. Mr Fox sits on the Advisory 
Council of The Atlantic Bridge which 
was set up to strengthen the Special 
Relationship and further education on 
both sides of the Atlantic in areas of 
common interest.  

********* 

Lord Hannay 
was educated at  
Oxford and en-
tered the For-
eign and Com-
monwealth Of-
fice in 1959, with 
initial postings 
to Tehran and 
Kabul. He was 

involved in negotiating the UK 's en-
try into the EC and from 1979 to 1983 
was Under-Secretary (European Com-
munities) at the FCO. He was a minis-
ter at the British Embassy in Washing-
ton DC before being promoted to am-
bassador and permanent representa-
tive to the European Communities. 

From 1990 to 1995 he was ambassador 
and permanent representative to the 
United Nations.  He was a member of 
the UN Secretary-General’s High-
Level Panel on Threats, Challenges 
and Change, and since January 2006 
has been Chair of the Board of UNA-
UK. He was made a Life Peer in 2001. 

********* 

Gregory  Berry  

Minister Coun-
selor for Political 
Affairs at the US 
Embassy.  

Mr. Berry is a 
veteran of the 

State Department’s Bureau of Near 
Eastern Affairs who established 
American diplomatic relations in 
Libya in 2006. He has also served in 
the US Foreign Service in Egypt, Am-
man, Beirut and Jerusalem. Mr. Berry 
received his bachelor's degree from 
the University of Mississippi and his 
master's degree and doctorate from 
Yale University. 

********* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Crabtree 

James Crabtree is a senior editor of 
Prospect magazine. He was formerly 
Public Services Director at the Insti-
tute for Public Policy Research and a 
Policy Advisor at the Prime Minister's 
Strategy Unit. He was educated at the 
London School of Economics and Po-
litical Science and at Kennedy School 
of Government. He did his Fulbright 
year in Public Policy at Harvard in 
2005.  
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SCOTTISH  GOVERNMENT/FULBRIGHT COMMISSION 

NEW PARTNERSHIP 

On 15 January 2009 the Scottish Ex-
ecutive hosted a reception for Ful-
bright scholars, alumni and other 
members of the higher education 
community where the new partner-
ship between the Fulbright Commis-
sion and the Scottish Government 
was formerly announced. Under the 
new agreement the US-UK Fulbright 
Commission is to receive £180,000 
from the Scottish Government to en-

able it to ex-
pand its aca-
demic ex-
change activi-
ties in Scot-
land and fur-
ther the edu-
cation links 
between the 
two countries.   

In a press re-
lease issued 
by the Scot-
tish Govern-

ment, Fiona Hyslop, MSP and Cabi-
net Secretary for Education and Life-
long Learning, noted the importance 
of the new partnership stating,  

“The Scottish Government is deter-
mined to create a self-confident, out-
ward looking Scotland and to in-
crease the skills of our people to help 
the nation emerge strongly from the 
current economic downturn. The US-
UK Fulbright Commission has a key 

role to play in supporting that by 
promoting the educational links be-
tween Scotland and the USA and of-
fering grants for students, academics 
and professionals to undertake ex-
change opportunities to enrich their 
knowledge and skills.  

The funding we have announced to-
day - £60,000 a year for three years - 
will help extend the programme and 
enable more individuals from Scot-
land to take part. It will improve the 
universal employability of partici-
pants from Scotland while also ena-
bling home institutions and employ-
ers to benefit from the skills and 
knowledge of those returning from 
overseas or those visiting Scotland on 
an exchange.” 

Executive Director Penny Egan and 
Liza Davis, Cultural Attaché at the 
US Embassy, London, spoke of their 
excitement and enthusiasm for the 
new agreement.       

Lauren Welch 

In addition to 
the new fund-
ing from the 
Scottish Execu-
tive Cabinet 
Secretary, Fiona 
Hyslop also 
announced the 
appointment of 
Dr. Janet Lowe 
to the Commis-
sion – a succes-

sor to the current Scottish member, 
Sir Andrew Cubie, who retired from 
the organisation in January 2009. 

The Commission would like to pay 
tribute to Sir Andrew Cubie, who is 
the well-respected former Chairman 
of the University Committee of 
Chairmen. Sir Andrew has been a 
leading light behind the Fulbright 

Commission’s new relationship with 
Scotland and recently received a 
Knighthood in the Queen’s New 
Year Honours list for Public Service 
in Scotland. 

New Commissioner Dr. Janet Lowe is 
a former Principal of Lauder College, 
Dunfermline, a position she held for 
10 years. During her 30-year career in 
further and higher education, she 
also held posts at the University of 
Hull, Napier University in Edin-
burgh, and Duncan of Jordanstone 
College of Art in Dundee. 

Dr. Lowe completed her research 
doctorate with Stirling University in 
2005. In 2007 she was awarded an 
honorary doctorate by Queen Marga-
ret University. 

She is currently a member of the 

Court of the University of Dundee 
and a Trustee of the Carnegie Trust 
for the Universities of Scotland. Her 
previous public service has included 
membership of the Garrick Commit-
tee, the Court of Heriot-Watt Univer-
sity, and the Boards of the Scottish 
Further Education Unit and Scottish 
Enterprise.  She was a member of the 
independent Local Government Fi-
nance Review Committee which re-
ported to Scottish Ministers in 2006.  

Dr. Lowe was awarded the CBE in 
2003 for her services to Further Edu-
cation and was appointed to the 
Board of Skills Development Scot-
land in 2008. Her appointment to the 
Scottish Further and Higher Educa-
tion Funding Council runs from 3 
October 2005 to 2 October 2009. 

Lauren Welch 

NEW FULBRIGHT COMMISSIONER 

Dr Janet Lowe. 
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The British Ambassador Sir Nigel 
Shinewald, hosted a memorable 
reception in March at his residence 
in Washington, DC, to comple-
ment the Fulbright Commission’s 
Anniversary event in Downing 
Street last autumn. Alumni from 
all six decades, and from both side 
of the Atlantic, joined senior col-
leagues from the State Department 
and the Fulbright Scholarship 
Board to celebrate the signing of 
the Treaty between the two coun-
tries in the House of Commons on 
22 September 1948.  

Held on a snowy winter evening, 
the event followed on the heels of 
the Prime Minister’s first visit to 
meet the new President, Barak 
Obama. Sir Nigel spoke eloquently 
about the ‘special relationship’ and 
the continued importance of the 
education exchange programme 
between the two countries. 

“The US-UK Fulbright Commis-
sion is an excellent model of fur-
thering the transatlantic relation-
ship through academic exchange, 
research exchange, cultural ex-

change, and I would hope, long-
lasting personal friendships devel-
oped through the programme." 

His speech was followed by Simon 
Lewis, Chair of the US-UK Com-
mission and Fulbright alumnus 
(Berkeley 1981) who spoke of Sena-
tor Fulbright’s vision of a peaceful 
and prosperous world and the 
scholarship he founded to enable 
nations to immerse themselves in 
each other's cultures so that they 
might never find reason for war. 

Over the last six decades, more 
than 27,000 Americans and Britons 
have crossed the Atlantic to par-
ticipate in the US-UK Fulbright 
Programme. At the reception, the 
US-UK Fulbright Commission an-
nounced the first wave of new 
awards that will increase by 30% 
the number of scholarships it gives 
by 2010 to more than 70. The Com-
mission also announced a new 
award, the Fulbright Distin-
guished Chair Award, to bring 
senior US professors to the UK. 
The award will be introduced to 
the programme in 2010. 

US-UK FULBRIGHT COMMISSION 
British Embassy Reception  

Washington DC  The Mentoring Programme is underway 
again with over 30 Fulbright scholars coming 
to the UK this year. Below is a list of some of 
those we still need to find mentors for. Full 
information on the programme can be re-
quested from the office but it is in short an 
informal professional and cultural Fulbright 
contact that takes its cue in practise from the 
scholars and mentors themselves. Some 
scholars are more mature than others and 
require a different point of contact, and some 
alumni are able to offer just occasional hospi-
tality. All offers are most welcome to ensure 
the new scholars enjoy their stay and have a 
as broad a cultural experience as we are able 
to give them. The list gives their US Institu-
tion,  UK Institution and Field of Study. 

Jennifer Groff: PostGrad 

Harvard/FutureLab Bristol – Education 

Jon Owens: PostGrad 

Georgia /Exeter – Directing Shakespeare 

Kenneth Jones: PostGrad 

Mississippi/Leicester – Museum Studies 

Jeremy Day-O’Connell: Fellow 

Knox /Edinburgh – Music & Language 

John Parise: Fellow  

SUNY/Edinburgh – Chemistry 

Michael Patte: Fellow 

Penn/Leeds Met – Children’s Education 

Christopher Prom: Fellow 

Illinois/Dundee – Electronic Archives 

Marc Schlossberg: Fellow 

Oregon/Sheffield – City Design & Trans-
port 

Sarah Campbell: Fellow 

Boston /Cardiff - Mediaeval Welsh Thea-
tre.  
If you would like to offer hospitality to any of 
the above give the office a call on:  

0207 405 6750. 

From l to r: FSB Executive Director Pat Kern Schaeffer, former FSB member Rita DiMartino, 
Fulbright Commission Chair and UK Fulbright alumnus Simon Lewis, Executive Director 
Penny Egan and members of the Board at the Embassy reception in DC. 

MENTORING 
PROGRAMME 
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NEW AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO  

BFSA member  Nadya McQueen (Boston Conservatory of Music, 1958) was invited to the opening 
of the AUC in Cairo earlier this year. 

The above is a photograph of the new 
campus of The American University in 
Cairo, AUC, which was inaugurated 
by Mrs. Mubarak on Feb 7, praising it 
"for fostering cultural and religious 
understanding, promoting human un-
derstanding and breaking down barri-
ers of prejudice and intolerance". 

Founded in 1919 to offer a liberal arts 
education in English, the American 
University in Cairo has evolved into 
one of Egypt's premier academic insti-
tutions, educating the brightest and 
most capable young Egyptians as well 

as international students representing 
over 70 countries. 

For 80 years, the central campus has 
been located in Tahrir Square, in the 
heart of downtown Cairo. With no 
room for expansion, the university 
made the historic decision to acquire a 
250-acre desert site in New Cairo.  A 
planned community is being devel-
oped as a middle-to high-income resi-
dential community with schools, cul-
tural facilities, commercial enterprises, 
government agencies, hotels, open 
spaces, parks, with the AUC campus at 

its centre.    

Stocked with the most advanced re-
sources for research and scholarship, 
with its state-of-the-art facilities, the 
new campus is built to accommodate 
a r o u n d  7 0 0 0  f u l l - t i m e  s t u -
dents.  It contains sufficient classroom, 
office and laboratory space for 3 aca-
demic schools: 

The School of Business, Economics and 
Communication. 

The School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences. 

The School of Sciences and Engineer-
ing. 

The new main library, media and tech-
nology centres house the largest Eng-
lish-language resource in Egypt. The 
AUC Park and Square, with a perform-
ing and visual arts theatre, and an art 
gallery, inaugurated by High Highness 
Sheikh Dr. Sultan Bin Mohammed Al-
Qassimi, are public areas where the 
community and AUC can interact, al-
lowing AUC to set the pace of cultural 
life in the community of New Cairo.   

In its concept and achievement, as well 
as architecturally, AUC is "awesome"!                    

Nadya McQueen 

This year’s BFSA Travel Award had 
more applicants than ever before with 
13 proposals sent to the panel. 

The proposals included playing in a 
rugby tournament, running in the Bay 
to Breakers race in San Francisco, go-
ing to the Kentucky Derby in Louis-
ville, a comparative study of US/UK 
health costs and attending an intensive 
wilderness medicine course in Califor-
nia. Among the others were a trip to 
the Sawtooth Mountains travelling on 
touring skis and staying in a Mongo-
lian style yurt, and one of our Teacher 
Exchange Programme recipients who 

wanted to take his 9 year old son on 
The Appalachian Trail. 

It was a long and difficult process to 
find the winner but the award was 
given to Jane Bonnar from Mussel-
burgh Grammar School on Teacher 
Exchange to Carl Sandburg High 
School, Chicago. Jane will volunteer 
with Habitat for Humanity Interna-
tional (HHI) to build houses in the 
New Orleans area so badly affected by 
Hurricane Katrina. 

HHI is a non-profit organization seek-
ing to eliminate poverty housing and 
homelessness around the world. Visit 

their web-site to find out more on: 

www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk 

The BFSA Travel Award was set up as 
an Endowment Fund to offer UK re-
cipients of a Fulbright award the op-
portunity to experience the culture of 
America outside of their field of study, 
and in a way they could not otherwise 
easily afford. If you would like to con-
tribute to the fund please get in touch 
with the BFSA office on 0207 405 6750. 

Jane Bonnar’s report on her experience 
in new Orleans will be in the Autumn 
newsletter.  

BFSA TRAVEL AWARD  
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THE death occurred last year at Nazareth House in 
Cape Town of  Father Denis Fahy at the age of 
88. Denis Edward Fahy was born in Selby, York-
shire, and graduated with degrees magna cum 
laude in Philosophy and Theology from the Pon-
tifical Gregorian University in Rome. He was or-
dained a priest in 1943. Fr Fahy’s studies continued 
at Campion hall, Oxford, during which time he 
had a Fulbright Award (1953) and presented 

“Thought for the Day”- a two-minute religious slot on BBC Radio.  

In 1992 he was welcomed to the Diocese of Cape Town where he served 
at the Cathedral for four years before he became Chaplain to the Sisters 
at the Carmelite Convent at Wynberg. 

Douglas Fisk, who did his Fulbright Award at Cornell in 1963, died 
on 11th December 2008. Mr Fisk had a career in business and industrial 
relations and had been retired for some time. His daughter, Mrs Jan 
Dowd wrote to the BFSA to say, “I know that my father benefitted 
hugely from the Fulbright programme in his younger years and without 
being a part of it, would never have met my (American) mother, so 
thank you!” 

BFSA PATRON 

Sir Gavin Lightman 

BFSA COMMITTEE 
 
 

Dr Philip Swan, Chair 
(Westminster, 2006) 
Principal Lecturer in History, 
University of Lincoln 
Contact: pswan@lincoln.ac.uk 
 
Dr Henrietta Lake.  Deputy Chair 
(Tufts University, Boston, 2001)  
Contact: henriettalake@gmail.com 
 
Izzet Agoren, Honorary Secretary 
(Pennsylvania,)1999 
Contact: izzet.agoren@gmail.com 
 
Stephen Frost 
(Harvard, 2003) 
Head of Diversity & Inclusion 
London Olympic Games 2012 
Contact: stephenfrost@yahoo.com 
 
Dr Rony Douek 
(Harvard, 1999) 
Investment Director, Merlin Biosciences  
Contact: rdouek@mba2000.hbs.edu 
 
Gideon Hoffman 
(Columbia 2002) 
 
Tahitia McCabe (Scotland & Northern Ireland) 
(2nd Air Division Memorial Library, Norwich, 2004) 
Librarian, Fountainbridge Library 
Contact: tahitialynn@netscape.net 
 
Alan Merson 
(New York University, 2002) 
Lawyer, The Foreign Office 
Contact: alan@merson.net  
 
Tom Ogilvie-Graham, MBE 
(Cornell, 2001) 
Army Officer. Colonel. 
Contact: tom.ogilvie-graham@virgin.net 
 
Karl Rouse 
(New York University 2002) 
Senior Lecturer in the Performing Arts, 
The Central School of Speech & Drama 
Contact: karlrouse@hotmail.com 
 
Louise Shaxson 
(Cornell, 1988) 
Consultant, DEFRA 
Contact: louise@shaxson.com  
 

********************** 
The BFSA Office 
Fulbright House 
62 Doughty St 

London WC1N 2JZ 

Tel: 020 7405 6750 

Email: bfsa@fulbright.co.uk  

www.bfsa.org 

ALUMNI NEWS   

BFSA MEMBERSHIP DRIVE  

AND  FULBRIGHT DATABASE UPDATE  

 

The BFSA Membership Drive, co-sponsored by the US Embassy and 
BFSA members, has been underway since last September. In prepara-
tion for a new, more efficient, database The Fulbright Commission is 
working in tandem to ensure their old hard copy records correspond 
with information currently entered.  

This is the most comprehensive update of the database undertaken and 
involves the slow processing and tracking of each entry via original 
data held at Fulbright House, the internet or other media. If you are in 
touch with other Fulbright alumni please ask them to get in touch with 
the BFSA office to update their details.  

Since 2004 the BFSA has offered honorary membership to US Fulbright 
scholars who did their award year in the UK. If you know of, or are in 
touch with, any Fulbright alumni who did their scholarship here prior 
to that time please let the BFSA office know so that we can keep them in 
touch with the Fulbright network on both sides of the Atlantic. 

Since the BFSA was successfully re-launched in 2001 it has developed 
into an organisation which provides Fulbright alumni with an increas-
ingly valuable professional resource and network of like-minded indi-
viduals in all fields. Following the success of the alumni associations in 
the US, the BFSA and across Europe, other Fulbright associations are 
now been organised around the world to foster good international rela-
tions in a changing modern world . 

The database is one of the most valuable resources we offer interna-
tional alumni, please help us to keep it up to date and accurate. You can 
make changes online by visiting  our website on www.bfsa.org 
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Fulbright Network for Alumni Inter-
ested in Science & Technology Fields  

The US National Academy of Science 
was established in 1863 during the 
US Civil War and had “service to the 
nation” as its dominant purpose. The 
NAS still performs an unparalleled 
public service by bringing together 
experts in all areas of scientific and 
technological endeavor – experts 
who serve pro bono  to address critical 
national issues and give advice to the 
US federal government and the pub-
lic.  

The Fulbright Academy of Science & 
Technology (FAST) chose its name to 
reflect the mission and goals of the 
NAS and Academies of Science in 
other countries. Like them, FAST cre-
ates opportunities for Fulbright 
scholars and alumni to gather and 
share their knowledge and experi-

ence for the betterment of society. 
Based in the USA but with opera-
tions globally, FAST uses the global 
Fulbright network to enhance inno-
vation and advance education, re-
search and policy.  FAST is an inde-
pendent, non-partisan organization 
and is not affiliated with the Ful-
bright program or the US Depart-
ment of State. Fulbright scholars and 
alumni in science, business, govern-
ment and academia are active in the 
organization. 

Since 2005, FAST has brought to-
gether Fulbright scholars and experts 
to address issues of global concern, 
such as health, economic develop-
ment, the future of cities and the IT 
revolution, at conferences and work-
shops in Berlin, Doha, Rabat, Singa-
pore, Boston, Skopje, and Panama 
City.  These programs were spon-
sored by government agencies, cor-
porations, foundations and universi-
ties (see website for list). FAST’s indi-
vidual or institutional members or-
ganize smaller, local programs to 
address dozens of other topics in a 
wide array of science and technology 
disciplines, such as a half-day discus-

sion last summer at LSE in London 
on environmental security. 

The Fifth Annual FAST Conference 
will be in early 2010, and it will re-
flect back on FAST programs during 
its initial years while also addressing 
long-term issues facing the science, 
business and education communities. 
The broad theme for the conference 
will be Sustainability.  

Pre-conference events will be taking 
place this fall and winter in cities 
around the world. FAST is seeking 
local coordinators for these pro-
grams. For details about FAST mem-
bership or FAST programs, please 
contact Eric Howard,  Ex. Dir, at 

ehoward@FulbrightAcademy.org  

or download the upcoming schedule  
of FAST events at: 

 www.FulbrightAcademy.org.  

 

 

POWWOW 2009: change@crisis 

11-13 SEPT 2009, MUNICH, GERMANY 

the German Fulbright Alumni board 
have  organised a ‘powwow’ in Mu-
nich in September (11th - 13th) on the 
consequences of the financial crisis 
titled: change@crisis.com. 

Rather than focusing on the causes of 
the crisis the Fulbright Alumni Pow-
wow will examine the economic, so-
cial and (geo-) political consequences 
of it, and discuss what strategies and 
actions might be taken to overcome 
it. 

Since this is a topic of significance to 
all European countries, the German 
Fulbright Alumni Board decided to 
open the  powwow to a European 
audience. They are looking forward 
to a high attendance from all Euro-
pean countries and are looking to 

find speakers on the following topics: 

** comparison of banking-policy in 
different European countries. 

**the EU: help or hindrance in the 
economic crisis? 

* * e v e r y  c r i s i s  a l s o  m e a n s  
"opportunity." 

**calling the government for help = 
back to communism? 

If any of you happen to know some-
one, at university or elsewhere, who 
could deliver a good-quality/ infor-
mative/controversial speech on any 
of these broadly phrased topics 
(which can of course be narrowed 
down) they would be grateful if you 
could get in touch with them. 

If you feel inclined to speak yourself, 
as a Fulbright alum they would try to 
assist you to attend. Free board and 
lodging will definitely be guaranteed. 

Please let them know whether you 
feel that this kind of topic will be of 
interest to any alumni you know, and 
if not, why not. The German Ful-
bright Alumni Board would like to 
make  the event attractive to alumni 
from different countries and are de-
pendant on your feedback. 

Please get in touch with Astrid Fon-
tius, (coordinator for international 
affairs, Fulbright Alumni, Germany) 
on: 

international@fulbright-alumni.de  

THE US FULBRIGHT  
INTERNATIONAL  

CONFERENCE  
WILL BE HELD AT THE END OF  

OCTOBER THIS YEAR IN  
WASHINGTON DC 


